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Art. VI.— Case of Extra-Peritoneal Dropsy. By Samuel Duffiei.d Scott, 

M, D., and Francis C. Reamer, M. D., of Hnrrisonvillc, Bedford Co., 

Bonn. [Communicated by Prof. W. E. Horner, M. D.] 

[Dr. Isaac IIays —Dear Sir.—The following case having been submitted 
to me by Dr. Samuel DufRold Scott, of Ilarrisonville, Bedford Co., Penn., 
an intelligent graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, it appeared so 
worthy of publicity that I suggested to him the propriety of its appearing 
in your journal. His consent having been obtained, I now address it to 
you, along with some authenticating documents. 

An allusion to extra-peritoneal dropsy, or one situated on the outside of 
the peritoneum, owing to the comparative infrequency of the disease, has 
almost disappeared from systems of medicine; it may, therefore, be well 
enough to recall attention to it. It will not be irrelevant to remark that 
Licutaud, in his celebrated work, the Ilistoria Anntomico-Medica, Paris, 
1707, vol. i, p. 418, et sequent., introduces several cases of this kind where 
there were enormous collections of water, either between the peritoneum and 
abdominal muscles, or in cysts whose cavities were independent of that of 
the peritoneum. In one case of cyst, 140 pounds of water, somewhat bloody, 
(liquor suberuentus) were found. (See Obs., 1720.) 

The following will probably bear transcribing from the above work. Obs., 
1747. Fnnnina primis morbi mensibus pro gravida habita, ventrem per 
triginta annos, cnormcm et borrendum gestabat: tandem obiit. 

Cadaver exenterntum exhibebat inter peritoneum et musculos abdominules 
stupendnm aqua; copiam, vel ad duccntas libras ctamplius. Ex Actis Lon- 
dinensibus. 

This case exceeds that of Dr. Scott by forty-four pints. 

Very respectfully, W. E. Horner.] 

Case.— Mrs. Sophia Speelman, aged 20 yenrs, from her childhood until 
the fourteenth year of her ago, had been a healthy active girl. Her menses 
at this period were but lately established, and by exposing herself to 
inclement weather, she suffered a suppression of that function which never 
afterwards regained a healthy condition, the evacuation at some times being 
profuse and at others scanty and imperfect. About two months from the 
date of this menstrual derangement, her abdomen was noticed to be some¬ 
what enlarged, which created in the minds of many rather unfavourable 
impressions respecting the young girl’s virtue, but these opinions in course 
of time were abandoned, and the girl looked upon as one becoming dropsical. 
The swelling increased but slowly until after her marriage, which occurred 
before she had reached her seventeenth year. At the end of two months 
after marriage, it was perceived that she increased more rapidly than 
she bad done before, but enjoyed tolerably good health, and continued to 
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discharge her household duties for one year, when it was found necessary 
to relievo her by tapping. This was done by a neighbouring physician 
in the early part of May, 1812. There were obtained from her at this time 
seventeen gallons of a serous fluid. Subsequently to this, and before I hud an 
opportunity of witnessing the case, she was tapped twice, once in August, 
1813, about nineteen months having intervened since the first operation ; 
and again in February, 1814. At the first of these latter operations, there 
were abstracted nineteen and a half gallons, and at the second seventeen 
gallons of serum, resembling that which had been obtained at the first ope¬ 
ration. 

I saw and examined the case, for the first time, on the 3d of May, 1811, 
at which time she was about to undergo the fourth operation. Since the 
Inst tapping until within a few days of the time at which 1 saw her, she 
had been able to move through the house with tolerable ease, hut could not 
lay down at night, having to be supported in a sitting posture while she 
slept. She measured at this time around the most projecting part of the 
abdomen, six feet and three inches. 

We obtained from her at this operation, fifteen gallons of scrum, which 
was a smaller quantity than might have been obtained had it not been that 
there existed some obstacle to the free discharge of the fluid, which pro¬ 
tracted the operation and exhausted the patient to such a degree that it 
was thought unsafe to allow the canula to remain until all the fluid would 
have been evacuated. Upon examining the abdomen after the operation, 
a very large tumour was found to exist in the right side, occupying the hy¬ 
pochondriac and lumbar regions, and extending as far forward ns the epi¬ 
gastric. This tumour was regarded by all who examined it, as the liver 
much enlarged and indurated. The only pain she ever complained of 
existed in this tumour. Extending to the left and occupying the hypogas¬ 
tric, pubic and right iliac regions, was another large tumour, apparently 
attached to the inferior portion of the one just described; and deeply seated 
in the hypochondriac and lumbar regions of the left side, there could bo felt 
a third tumour, which at that time appeared to be about as large ns a man’s 
head. This was pronounced by all to be the spleen greatly enlarged. The 
fluid was supposed to occupy the cavity of the peritoneum, and the cause 
of its accumulation some obstruction in the portal circulation, which ob¬ 
struction it was thought existed in the liver. 

Now how far this diagnosis will bo found to correspond with the actual 
condition, as revealed by a post-mortem examination, you will learn in the 
description of that examination below. 

On the 1st of July I tapped her the fifth time, being less than two months 
since the last operation, and abstracted seventeen and a half gallons of a 
yellowish-green serum. At this and all subsequent operations the punc¬ 
ture was made in the left linea semilunaris, where there was found no 
obstruction, and the fluid discharged in forty-three minutes. She was 
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consequently much less exhausted than at the fonner operation, which 
lasted three hoars. 

September 8</.—Performed the sixth operation, and obtained sixteen 
gallons of a fluid resembling the former. 

October 15///.'—Being six weeks since the last operation, obtained six¬ 
teen gallons by another tapping. 

November 8(i//z.—Abstracted sixteen gallons. 

January 8th, 1815.—Operated the ninth time and obtained sixteen 
gallons. 

February 17///.—Abstracted sixteen gallons. 

March 82//.—Fifteen gallons. 

April 23//.—One month since last operation, obtained sixteen gallons. 
At this and the subsequent operations 1 was assisted by Dr. F. G. Reamer. 

May 85///.—AVe abstracted fifteen gallons. She appeared to sink so 
fast at this operation, that we thought it advisable to remove the canula 
before all the fluid had been evacuated.' Her strength declined rapidly 
after this, until the 4th of June, when she died. A few hours after her 
death wo removed thirteen gallons of serum. Allowing three gallons to 
have remained within her at the time the cnnnla was removed, on the 
25th of May, the accumulation would be at the rate of one gallon per day. 
She was tapped fourteen times (including the one after death) in the course 
of three years, and averaging at each operation sixteen gallons of serum; 
the aggregate amount being 225 gallons. 

Post-mortem examination. —After removing the fluid, ns I have stated, 
Dr. Reamer and myself proceeded to make an examination of the body, 
and found the following condition. By making an incision from the ensi- 
form cartilage to the pubes and crossing it at the umbilicus, with another 
extending from side to side, wo were enabled to lay open a very largo 
cavity, which we were very much surprised to find was not that of the 
peritoneum, ns we had expected; for it was now evident that we had not 
yet penetrated that membrane. Here there was an anomaly truly strange 
and interesting. Surely there is not on record a case in which the position 
of the cellular structure, between the muscular and peritoneal coals of the 
abdomen, has been known to be the reservoir of so great an amount of liquid 
at one time. You will bo able to form an idea of tbe extent of this cavity 
when you remember that there were nineteen and a half gallons of serum 
abstracted from it at the second operation. Extending our examination 
farther, we dissected from thu posterior part of the left hypochondriac and 
lumbar regions, a large cyst containing at least two gallons of perfectly 
transparent serum. This cyst was situated behind the peritoneum and 
partly covered by it. This tumour was supposed to be, while the patient 
was living, tho spleen as stated before. From the hypochondriac and lum¬ 
bar regions of the right side, we took a largo tumour that would have 
weighed from 12 to 15 pounds. This tumour differed greatly from the one 
No. XX.—OcTODF.it, 1845. 22 
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taken from the left side, being much more firm and solid. Upon making 
an incision into this mass, we found enclosed within its walls of fibrous 
matter, a great number of small cysts filled with substances very different 
in appearance. From some of the cells there oozed a fluid much resem¬ 
bling cream in colour and consistence, and in others this fluid appeared to 
be coagulated, forming a cheesy matter, and in the largest division of cells 
was contained a transparent serum, like that obtained from the left side. 
This mass externally adhered closely to the lateral parietes of the abdomen, 
and internally to the peritoneum. It was this tumour that had been con¬ 
sidered the liver much enlarged and indurated. There was yet another 
large tumour occupying the right iliac, the hypogastric and pubic regions, 
which was removed and would have weighed about eight pounds. Its 
structure and contents were similar to the one last described. It adhered 
with almost cartilaginous firmness to the anterior parietes of the abdomen 
and projected posteriorly into the large cavity first spoken of ns the one 
from which was taken the immense amount of fluid mentioned. Adhering 
to the walls of this largo cavity, in different places, were a number of 
smaller tumours varying from one to three inches in diameter and having 
a peduncular attachment. 

The straight, oblique and transverse muscles of the abdomen bad almost 
entirely disappeared, and been replaced by a cellular structure, which was 
very yielding and flaccid. We now made an opening throughout the peri¬ 
toneum which was very much thickened and indurated. Here we found 
everything directly contrury to the expectations of all who had examined 
the case. The liver was healthy and natural in size and appearance. The 
spleen slightly enlarged—the kidneys apparently healthy. 

We were prevented by the impatience of the friends of the deceased, 
from examining the uterus and ovaries as minutely as we desired, but so 
far as our observations extended they appenred natural, There were ob¬ 
jections made to the examination of the chest, and the condition of the 
heart was not, therefore, exactly known. 

Samuei. Dufviki.ii Scott, 
Fkancis C. Heamek. 

Extract of a letter from Samuel E. Duflicld, M. D. 

“My first professional acquaintance with the case of Mrs. Spcelman was 
in September, 1813, at which time I was called in consultation respecting 
her. On visiting the patient we found the abdomen distended to such a 
degree, that she measured six feet five and one half inches in circumfe¬ 
rence ; the lower extremities were also enormously distended. She suf¬ 
fered greatly from dyspnoea, produced by the pressure of the fluid upon 
the pulmonary apparatus. In other respects she appeared comparatively 
well; her appetite and organs of assimilation were good; pulse regular 
and moderately full; tongue clear and moist, and her skin the natural 
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temperature. On account of her extreme difficulty of respiration, she was 
obliged to remain in the sitting posture for some weeks previous to our 
visit. 

“The operation of paracentesis abdominis was concluded on, and accord¬ 
ingly performed. After the trocar had been withdrawn, about two quarts 
of dark, thick fluid escaped: the appearance of the discharge then changed 
to a slightly yellow colour, inodorous, nnd moderately viscid. 

"The amount of fluid obtained at the operation, was about 18 gallons, as 
nearly ns could be ascertained, although a considerable quantity was lost in 
conveying it from the vessel that received it from the canula to a large 
tub, out of which it was afterwards measured. After the above amount 
was evacuated, we were compelled, from the exhaustion of the patient, to 
close the. orifice. Notwithstanding, her abdomen still remained considera¬ 
bly distended and the fluid discharged itself freely. During the night, 
however, the adhesive plaster over the wound became loose, and, as was 
supposed, about one nnd a half gallons escaped. The whole quantity there¬ 
fore discharged at this single operation, amounted to about If) gallons and 
a half. 

“The patient in a few days was able to walk about with apparently little 
inconvenience, until a short time previous to the next operation, which was 
performed about four months after. 1 was not present at this time, but was 
informed by the physician who operated, that he had removed about 17 gal¬ 
lons of fluid, similar in appearance to that which was obtained at the previous 
operation. In the month of May following, 1 removed from her, assisted 
by Dr. 8. D. Scott, about 10 gallons. From this time until her death the 
patient was under the care of Dr. S. D. Scott, who operated upon her 
several limes, removing, as ho informed me, at each operation about 10 
gallons. I assisted him on the fftli of January, 1815, when we obtained a 
little more than 10 gallons. A detailed history of the case, together with 
the post-mortem examination, has been fully reported nnd may be relied on 
as correct. Samuki. E. Duffihm), M. D.” 

M'Connclkburg, Bedford Co., Penn., August Is/, 1815. 


Art. VII .—Surgical Cases. By CIko. 0. Bi.ackman, M. D., Ncwbttrg, 
Orange county, New York. 

Cask 1.— Genoplastj /.—About the 1st of June, 1844,1 was requested to 
see a daughter of Mr. l’tirdy, of Sullivan county, who had lost a largo por 
tion of her cheek during convalescence from an attack of malignant typhoid 
fever, late in the fall of 184!). This fever had prevailed for some months 
ill the western part of Orange, and the south-east portion of Sullivan county, 




